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SUMMERIZING AND PARAPHRASING EXERCISE
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A summary only picks up important information from a source. In no way does the summary copy the wordage, style, or structure of the original. A paraphrase is a detailed restatement of the original. The paraphrase should be nearly identical to the meaning of the original, but it in no way has the same sentence structure, vocabulary, or organization as the original. The source that the ideas  used in the paraphrase and the summary must be cited  in in text notes and as a reference list entry.

Original passage:

Nobody called him Abe -- at least not to his face -- because he loathed the nickname. It did not befit a respected professional who'd struggled hard to overcome the limitations of his frontier background. Frankly Lincoln enjoyed his status as a lawyer and politician, and he liked money, too, and used it to measure his worth. By the 1850's, thanks to a combination of talent and sheer hard work, Lincoln was a man of substantial wealth. He had an annual income of around $5,000 -- the equivalent of many times that today -- and large financial and real estate investments.

Oates, Stephen B. (1979). Our Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln, John Brown, and the Civil War Era. Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press.

Incorrect paraphrase:

No one used Lincoln's nickname, Abe, because he detested it. It didn't go with a lawyer and politician who had worked to get away from the restrictions of his country heritage. Lincoln liked his new position, and his wealth, and used it to gauge his status. By mid-century, his skill and labor had made him a fairly wealthy man. He had a yearly income of approximately $5,000 - equal to several times that now - and hefty business and land commitments.

The above is incorrect because it uses the same basic structure as the original with some word changes and does not credit the author.

Correct paraphrase:

By the middle of the century, Lincoln enjoyed life as a well-respected lawyer and politician, having acquired a position of status and wealth that was well removed from his early "frontier background". He now was bringing in $5,000 a year (this translates to $87,500 in 1997 dollars [Derks, 2]), and had substantial "financial and real estate investments". As a consequence, he disliked being called Abe because of its association with his rural heritage (Oates, 65).

The above is correct because it portrays the ideas of Oates' passage and gives Oates credit for his ideas. The writer has used his own words to present those ideas and has used quotation marks for those phrases that are from Oates. The writer has also included additional research on the value of the income and has sited the source for that as well.

Correct Summarization:

When we think of Abraham Lincoln, the image of a wealthy lawyer is not the first that comes to mind. A man, who worked hard, struggled and came from a less than ideal background is often the picture we invoke. However, it is an incomplete portrait. Mr. Lincoln was successful both professionally and financially even by today's standards (Oates, 65).

This is also correct. It summarizes Oates' ideas completely in the writer's own words, but gives Oates credit for the ideas.

1. Check out the following original and write a summary and a paraphrase of the following. Turn in typed 

    copies.

Of the more than 1000 bicycling deaths each year, three-fourths are caused by head injuries. Half of those killed are school-age children. One study concluded that wearing a bike helmet can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent. In an accident, a bike helmet absorbs the shock and cushions the head. 

Bike helmets: unused lifesavers. (1990, May). Consumer reports. Retrieved August 23, 2007 from

http://consumerreports.org/cro/health-fitness/index.htm
2. Read the following original carefully and write a paraphrase of the following original. Turn in a typed copy.

While the Sears Tower is arguably the greatest achievement in skyscraper engineering so far, it's unlikely that architects and engineers have abandoned the quest for the world's tallest building. The question is: Just how high can a building go? Structural engineer William LeMessurier has designed a skyscraper nearly one-half mile high, twice as tall as the Sears Tower. And architect Robert Sobel claims that existing technology could produce a 500-story building.
Ron Bachman. (2003). Reaching for the sky. In M. Ross (Ed.), Skyscraper Feats. New York: Scribner and Sons.

