THE THESIS STATEMENT - 7

A thesis statement is a single declarative sentence that states what you want your readers to know, believe, or understand after having read your essay A thesis clearly and concisely conveys the writer's main argument in an essay, and it allows readers to clearly grasp the focus of the essay, which will be developed in the body of the essay.

How? Why?

A good thesis statement often answers these questions. You may encounter a thesis statement that reads:

    
The lifestyle of a teenager in the Middle Ages was very different from the lifestyle of most modern American teenagers.

So what? Why should a reader continue? In what ways are the lifestyles of the youngsters different? Better versions of this statement might be:

   
 Because of the relative freedom enjoyed by young people today, the lifestyle of modern American teenagers is very different from the lifestyle of teens in the Middle Ages. (This at least says why the difference exists)

 
A young person in the Middle Ages had very different expectations about marriage, family, and personal freedom than do young adults today. (This version of the statement emphasizes the Medieval, not modern, teenager, but it still does not present an argument to be defended)

This revision of the statement above does present a point "worth making," a point one could contest or support with data:

    
A young person in the Middle Ages had fewer options for marriage, family, and personal privacy and freedom than do young adults today. (The essay could go on to support what the "options" were and why they were limited)

An even more detailed version of this thesis could outline what will be said in the rest of the research paper and act as an introductory paragraph.:

    
Young people in the Middle Ages, who were considered young but responsible adults by the age of sixteen, had fewer social choices when compared to modern American teenagers. Unless they followed a religious calling, medieval teenagers had to contend with an arranged marriage and bearing children while living without what we would consider personal privacy or freedom.

MAJOR RULE: When writing the research paper never inject material that is not related to the thesis statement and to what you told the reader in the first paragraph will be said about the thesis statement.

