RESEARCH PAPER EXERCISE - 6

Collecting Data and Citing Sources

Name _______________________________ Date _____ Teacher __________ Grade _____

One of the major components in writing a research paper is finding data to develop your and prove thesis statement and then giving credit to whom you borrowed the data. If you do not cite the sources that you get your data from, you plagiarize and earn a 0% grade. So let’s see how to find and cite sources. To do this exercise, use the “APA In Text and Reference List Source Documentation” guide, the Internet, and a library, newspaper, or whatever credible source you run across.

1. You are given 5 items that may be used as topics for a research paper.

2. You must find at least three credible sources for each item: one book and one Internet and 

    one other source like from the Internet, a book, a magazine.

3. In a short paragraph, write something about each item using the three sources.

4. In the paragraph, provide an in text citation for each source used.

5. Write a reference list citation for each source and use that in what would be a reference list for a 

    research paper.

6. Be certain that what you type use the standard font no larger than 12! Watch indentations.

Suggestions:

1st – Find out what the item is all about. This will help you find where to look for data.

2nd – When using a book for a source, check the index. 

3rd – As soon as you copy down data from the source, write down the information needed to write a

reference list entry. Be sure you know where the data came from for your in text citations and reference list!

Example Item: ___Boxer Rebellion__________________

Something about the item with in text citations:

The Boxer Rebellion took place in China between 1998 and 1901 (Plante , Winter 1999). A Chinese society called the Boxers wished to erase the western nations and Chinese Christians from China (The Boxer Rebellion, March14, 2000). The Rebellion ended by the united efforts of American and European military forces (Harrington, 2001).

Reference List: [Note: One book, one on-line magazine, one on-line source.]

The Boxer Rebellion and the U.S. Navy, 1900 – 1901. (2000 March 14). Frequently Asked Questions.


Department of the Navy. Retrieved Sept. 6, 2007 from


http://history.navy.mil/faq/faq 86-1.htm
Harrington, Peter. (2001). Peking 1900: The Boxer Rebellion. University Park, IL: Osprey Press.

Plante, Trevork. (1999 Winter). U.S. Marines in the Boxer Rebellion. Prologue. Retrieved Sept. 1,


2007 from


http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1999/winter/boxer-rebellion-1.html
YOUR TURN

1. Item: _____________________________________

Paragraph about the item with in text citations:

Reference List:

2. Item: ______________________________________

Paragraph about the item with in text citations:

Reference List:

3. Item: ______________________________________

Paragraph about the item with in text citations:

Reference List:

4. Item: _______________________________________

Paragraph about the topic with in text citations:

Reference List:

5. Item: _______________________________________

Something about the item with in text citations:

Reference List:

